
Greenway’s Benefice Weekly Devotional (No. 18) 
 

Sunday 19th July 2020 
 

Living in God’s Kingdom 
 

Bible Readings: 
Romans 8:12-25 and Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 

 
Our theme for our weekly Devotionals through July is “Living in God’s Kingdom” – which, if we’re 
honest, probably seems a little remote from most of our personal experiences of life in recent 
months. The last few weeks have, for many people, seemed as far from God’s Kingdom as it is 
possible to be! 
 
What do we understand by “Living in God’s Kingdom”? I guess we all have our own individual 
views and expectations, challenges and fears. In our Bible readings this month we are looking at 
Paul’s letter to the Romans, chapters 7 & 8 where he majors on the hope we can have by living in 
God’s kingdom day by day.  
 
Many books of the Bible are challenging to us when we read them – both in the content of the 
message and the need for concentration! Some have been compared to climbing a rugged 
mountain, and needing good equipment and training. But Paul’s Letter to the Romans is often 
viewed as something else again. Paul’s masterpiece, it’s often been likened to the Himalayas! In 
it’s depth, it’s majesty, it’s complexity, it stands head and shoulders above Paul’s other writings. 
 
But if Romans is the “Himalayas of the Bible”, then chapter 8 is like the peak of Everest! It’s tough, 
it’s bracing, it’s exciting, it’s overwhelming, it’s wild! We get an overview of all of nature – and we 
get a glimpse of heaven itself. I can think of no other chapter in the Bible that so aptly summarises 
“living in God’s Kingdom”. 
 
In verse 14, we read “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God”. In the next 
verse it says that, by God’s Spirit, we are adopted as children of God. That’s exciting stuff – it’s 
God saying to every follower of Jesus, “I’ve put my life, my spirit in you, and you have become my 
children”.  
 
Verse 15 says “The Spirit you received does not make you slaves - the Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption as children.” God doesn’t want slaves – he wants children! He offers us the 
closeness and intimacy of a parent/child relationship – God can be that close to us!  
 
And this paragraph ends with a wonderful promise! Verse 17 says” If we are children, then we are 
heirs - heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.”  
 
What’s an heir? Think of Prince Charles - heir to the throne. One day he will be King. It’s his right 
and privilege because he was born into the royal family. Likewise his son, Prince William will follow 
after him. 
 
Paul is saying here that followers of Jesus, made children of God by the Holy Spirit, are “heirs of 
God”. Now, this doesn’t mean we’ll take the place of God – but that we will be in heaven sharing 
his glory with Jesus! In fact the Bible talks of all God’s children wearing crowns in heaven! 
 
But there’s a bit of a warning at the end of verse 17 –“…if we share in his sufferings in order that 
we may also share in his glory.”  
 
Following Jesus is not easy – never has been. Jesus never promised that following him would be 
easy – quite the reverse, in fact. Sometimes we need to stand firm and fight for the right – but in 
the end, all those who are followers of Jesus, who have trusted him, will share in his glory in 
heaven! 
 
Does all this sound a bit daunting? It might do – apart from one thing. In verse 18 Paul says  
“Our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  
 



In the next few verses he refers to all the struggles and challenges of life, and even speaks of the 
“whole creation” struggling and groaning and being held in frustration and bondage. It’s a graphic 
picture of all the evils that have afflicted our world ever since sin marred God’s perfect creation – 
all the fears and challenges we all face in our lives and in the world (yes, including Coronavirus!). 
 
But Paul constantly holds out a message of hope. Indeed, in my Bible version, this whole passage 
comes under the general heading of “Present suffering and future Glory” …because when God 
comes into the picture, there is hope for the future – because He is the Creator!  
 
And He has made a way back to himself for a world that has ignored the Maker’s instructions and 
lost its way! If you want to know more, read the rest of the chapter! (Romans 8:26-39 - it’s one of 
the set readings for next week). 
  
But, in the meantime Paul leaves us with a message of hope – not a vague “hope it doesn’t rain on 
my picnic” kind of hope – but a solid unshakeable immovable hope, built on the foundation of the 
promises of God – promises that can never fail!  
 
As I write this, it’s Wimbledon time – but not as we know it! Hopefully next year will be back to 
normal. Some years ago I remember someone telling me they would never watch the Wimbledon 
finals on live TV because they found it too stressful. But once they knew the result, they were quite 
happy to sit and enjoy a recording of the match, because they knew what the result would be, and 
they could enjoy the match without all the stress and anxiety! 
 
Maybe you can identify with that feeling? You know how the stress and anxiety rises as the match 
progresses. If “your” player or team fumbles or stumbles, you groan in agony - because you don’t 
know what the outcome will be. You hope they will win, but your hope is uncertain until the end.  
 
But if you knew in advance what the result would be, your whole attitude would be different. You 
wouldn’t despair when “your” player stumbled or fell behind, because you would know it would all 
turn out right in the end. Knowing the certainty of the future gives us hope through all the setbacks. 
 
In our Christian journey of life, we may at times become anxious or depressed because of the trials 
and challenges we face. But don’t lose hope! Just remember the absolute certainty of the outcome 
- future glory forever with Jesus!  
 
Yes, there is suffering and pain at present, because we live in a fallen, broken world. But God has 
promised future glory to all those who trust in Jesus Christ. Always keeping that in view will enable 
you to persevere and face our present fears and suffering with certain steadfast hope. An old 
Sunday School song puts it like this… 
 

When the road is rough and steep, fix your eyes upon Jesus; 
He alone has power to keep,  fix your eyes upon Him. 

Jesus is a gracious Friend, One on whom you can depend. 
He is faithful to the end, fix your eyes upon Him! 

 
Can I invite you to share in this prayer: 
 
Loving Lord, we thank you that your Word brings us hope, even in the darkest times. Give us a 
fresh appreciation of your love for us, and the hope that we find through trusting in Jesus. 
 
In these dark and difficult days, may we find fresh courage and confidence to face the future, 
knowing that in your Kingdom our lives are secure in your hands. 
 
And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard our hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen.  
 
God bless  
 
Dave Kilmister 


