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Encountering God through His spiritual gifts 

 

1 Corinthians 12:1 – 31 
 

Isn’t it lovely when you receive a gift from someone? A week or so ago a friend sent me a 
book as a present – I was delighted!  
 
You know, God gives us gifts all the time, some are practical, showing how much he cares 
about our physical and mental needs (check this out to see what God has been doing for 
you lately).  And many of his gifts are meant for sharing. 
 
God had given the believers at Corinth some amazing spiritual gifts, but instead of using 
them to help one another they were envious of each other, squabbling about which was the 
greatest gift. 
 
Life hasn’t changed much over the years has it!  People are still envying each other’s gifts, 
often looking for spectacular ones like miracles, healings, speaking in tongues, or prophesy, 
forgetting that all gifts from God are incredibly special. 
 
Paul reminded the Church that it is God who endows each believer with spiritual gifts, not 
for self edification, but in order to build up the body of Christ, that is the Church.    
 
So, what are these spiritual gifts Paul is talking about? 
 
The words ‘spiritual gifts’ come from the Greek, ‘charismata’ meaning Gifts of God’s love or 
grace. They are given by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, to enhance worship and draw 
people closer to Jesus.  
 
They could be practical like administrating and helping others, among other things (v 28). 
These are just as much spiritual gifts as, say, teaching, wisdom or faith.  
 
The Bible tells us that God in His wisdom gives a huge diversity of gifts to His children.  These 
spiritual gifts, used in an attitude of worship to Him, build up and enrich the Church. 
 
As far as God is concerned, the body of the Church is a place where everyone has a part to 
play.  Everybody is important, and there is no place for a stratified social network.  
 
But this was just what some in the Corinthian community seemed to be doing. They were 
seeking status through exercising what they thought were the more important gifts. 
 



But the Bible says there is no basis for a superior attitude, regarding any gift, because gifts 
come from God, not from any human superiority. They are given as the Holy Spirit 
determines. Gifts are not given for show or selfish advantage but for service. Not that we 
should sit passively back and wait for a gift to be given to us. In chapter 14 we are told to 
eagerly desire spiritual gifts. 
 
It seems to me that Paul was ticking off the church at Corinth because they were envious of 
each other’s gifts, especially the most spectacular ones.  They all wanted to stand in what 
they perceived to be the first rank.  But Paul is saying that no gift has a higher standing than 
any other.  Every gift we have is needed to build up the Body of Christ in our community.   
 
The Bible says that although every believer has a spiritual gift, not all believers will possess 
the same one, which is just as well because it could lead to a very unbalanced church. 
 
As we ask God to show us the gift he has for us, we might be surprised to find a gift that we 
hadn’t realised we have. Maybe it’s the gift of prayer, or the gift of a strong faith that stands 
against all odds. Or it could be the gift of empathy. God knows best. 
 
Some time later, Paul wrote to his young friend, Timothy, with these words “Fan into flame 
the gift of God which is in you”.  In other words ‘Take every opportunity to develop the gift 
that God has given to you’.   
 
And as each gift is used, serving God in the way of love and acceptance of each other, the 
Holy Spirit will use it to build us up as the body of Christ.  God will be honoured, and we will 
be blessed. 
 
Paul finished this section on spiritual gifts by saying “And now I will show you the most 
excellent way”.  He went on to talk about the vital importance of love. We need always to 
remember that although all spiritual gifts are a wonderful gift from God, unless they are 
exercised with love, they are worthless.   
 
Increasingly, I believe we need to pray that the love and fragrance of Jesus Christ will be 
displayed in us, in all that we are and do, wherever we go. 
 
Can I invite you to pray with me?  
 
Loving Lord, thankyou for the incredible spiritual gifts you endow upon us.  You know us 
better than we know ourselves, so we ask that you will use us in service to yourself and 
others as you see fit, with whichever gift you know is right for us as individuals and as your 
Church. 
 
We pray that you will so fill us all with your love that it will flow into the world around us 
with the power of your Holy Spirit, bringing healing and blessing.  Amen. 
 
God bless, 
Veronica 
 


